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FINAL

House of Representatives Meeting

March 12, 2009

Sydney, Australia

Attendance:

Henry Travers, president WASPaLM

Michael Oellerich, president-elect

Paul Raslavicus, secretary-treasurer

Mario Flavio Paes-Alcantara, Brazilian Association of Clinical Pathology

Purwanto Ap, IndonesianAssocian of Clinical Pathologists

Robby Bacchus WASPaLM Secretariat on Education

Gerard Boran, Royal College of Pathologists of Ireland

Stewart Bryant, Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia

Jagdish Butany, Canadian Association of Pathologists

Stephen Cordner, Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia

Raj Dash, WASPaLM Informatics Secretariat

Jose Louis Fleming Torrina, Portuguese Association of Pathologists

Yoshi Itoh, WASPaLM Bureau 

Alfred Hartmann, College of American Pathologists

Philippe Gillery, SFBC

 Norain Karim, College of Pathologists of Malaysia

Lai Meng Looi, College of Pathologists of Malaysia 

Utz Merten, Professional Association of Laboratory Physicians of Germany

Murilo Melo, Brazilian Society of Clinical Pathology

Marilene Melo, Brazilian Society of Clinical Pathology

Gamze Mocan Kuzey, Federation of Turkish Pathology Societies

Masami Murakami, WASPaLM Bureau 

Wing-fung Ng, Hong Kong College of Pathologists

 Lia G. Partakusuma, Indonesian Association of Clinical Pathalogist

 Roberto Ruiz-Arenas, Mexican Federation of Clinical Pathology

Roberto Verna, AIPACMEM

Guests

Christiana Hennecke, U. of Goettingen

Suzanne Ziemnick, American Society of Clinical Pathology

Review of Minutes from Kuala Lumpur 2007

The Kuala Lumpur minutes were reviewed. With the addition of Dr. Gamze Mocan Kuzey as being present, the minutes as previously distributed, were approved.

Review of Action Items from Kuala Lumpur

The review of Kuala Lumpur minutes demonstrates that all but one actions are complete. The outstanding issue (Action Item #3) is the recommendation of the House that the Bureau consider Dr. Cordner’s report  on the matter of getting involved in forensic issues in the countries in need. This will be addressed by the Bureau.

Report of the President

President Travers referred to his written report. He stressed that the vitality, indeed the viability of WASPaLM, is related to the maintenance of contacts among our Societies, and the contact of the Societies with the leadership of WASPaLM. He urged everyone to  increase the use of our website for the posting of information on national and regional meetings, joining in the discussion of important issues, and maintaining communications via e mail, and whenever necessary by internet phone or conferencing. He stressed his disappointment in the relatively low percentage of participation in the election of the WASPaLM President-elect and Directors.

Report of President-elect

Dr. Oellerich continued the presentation of the website as the lifeblood of our association. It is there where we can exchange views and information about not only educational activities, but in respect to the pressing needs and political stresses in the different countries. He spoke of the intended changes during the next year that will be made. This will include the posting of the CAP Today content, and will allow for viewing of much high quality educational material produced not only by us but also by other outstanding organizations.

Report of Secretary-Treasurer

Dr. Raslavicus presented the financial report in written form. He indicated that that Bureau in its actions yesterday has increased the available funds for Education. Unfortunately, the calendar year will produce a deficit of some 30000 USD. Our principal income source is from corporate sponsors and in view of the poor economic conditions in the world this source will diminish. Gifts in addition to the dues by the larger Constituent Societies would be very much appreciated.

Action on Changes in the Articles of Incorporation

Dr. Travers presented for consideration of the House proposed changes to the Articles of Incorporation. These changes were first addressed by the Bureau in 2007, discussed in 2008 and approved late last year. In order for them to go into effect approval by 2/3 of the House is required.

Item 1. Article 4, section 2: Add a new paragraph (d) permitting electronic ballots by the House of Representatives, as follows

(d) The House of Representatives may act by electronic ballot in all matters that may be required or permitted to be taken at a meeting of the House of Representatives. Approved unanimously.

2. Item 2. Article 4, section 5 regarding a quorum of the House of Representatives, a modification of the current wording: 

Current language:

Section 4.5 Quorum. Representatives of twenty five percent of the Constituent Societies in good standing shall constitute a quorum for the consideration of matters at any meeting of the House of Representatives.

Proposed language:

Section 4.5  Quorum.  Representatives of twenty-five percent (25%) of the Constituent Societies in good standing shall constitute a quorum for the consideration of all matters except amendment of the Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation at any meeting of the House of Representatives.  For amendment of the Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation, representatives of eighty percent (80%) of Constituent Societies in good standing shall constitute a quorum.   Approved unanimously.

3. Item 3. Article 21 section 2, paragraph (c), a modification of voting for an amendment to the bylaws:

Current language:

2c  A duly proposed amendment shall be adopted by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the Constituent Societies of the Association at a meeting of the House of Representatives at which a quorum is present.

New language:

2(c) A duly proposed amendment shall be adopted by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the Constituent Societies of the Association in good standing and voting, either at a meeting of the House of Representatives at which a quorum for amendment as specified in Article 4.5 is present, or when written or electronic ballots are returned by 80% of Constituent Societies in good standing. Approved unanimously.

Item 4. Current language in paragraph E:

At least ninety (90) days prior to an election, the Secretary-Treasurer shall send ballots including the names of all nominees to the President of each Constituent Society.  Each Constituent Society may vote for one (1) candidate for President-elect, one (1) candidate for Secretary-Treasurer and up to ten (10) Directors-at-large.  The ballots will be structured by geographic areas as specified in Article 5 Section 5.2(b).  Any Director-at-large positions not permanently assigned to a geographical area shall be elected from the Constituent Societies as a whole.  
Proposed language of  paragraph E: 
(e) At least ninety (90) days prior to an election, the Secretary-Treasurer shall send ballots including the names of all nominees to the President of each Constituent Society.  Each Constituent Society may vote for one (1) candidate for President-elect, one (1) candidate for Secretary-Treasurer and up to ten (10) Directors-at-large.  The ballots will include nominations for Director-at-large for each geographic region as specified in Article 5 Section 5.2(b) as well as additional Directors-at-large. Approved unanimously.

Item 5.

Current paragraph F:

(f) Ballots must be returned within forty-five (45) days to the Chair of the Nominating Committee, and each ballot must be signed by the President of the Constituent Society.  The Chair of the Nominating Committee shall count the ballots and forward to the Secretary-Treasurer the names of those elected.  Winning candidates shall be determined by a plurality of the returned ballots.  In cases of tie votes or contested elections, nominees shall be elected by the House of Representatives by secret ballot. 

Modified paragraph F:

Ballots must be returned within forty-five (45) days to the Chair of the Nominating Committee, and each ballot must be signed or, if electronically submitted, be attested to by the President of the Constituent Society.  The Chair of the Nominating Committee shall count the ballots and forward to the Secretary-Treasurer the names of those elected.  Winning candidates shall be determined by a plurality of the returned ballots.  In cases of tie votes, nominees shall be elected by a simple majority of the House of Representatives present and voting with each Constituent Society entitled to a single vote. Approved unanimously.

Other business

Appointments to Committees. At the time of the New Bureau meeting two days hence, the new President Oellerich will be making appointments to the WASPaLM committees. The meeting was opened up to suggestions for appointments to committees, and a signup list was passed around for sign up.

Quebec City in Canada to be the 2013 World Congress Venue. Dr. Jagdish Butany, President of the Canadian Association of Pathologists and WASPaLM Secretary-Treasurer elect, presented a proposal to host the 27th World Congress   in Quebec City, Canada in 2013. He stressed the educational opportunities of that meeting together with CAP-Canada,  and the beauty of that part of francophone Canada. The House enthusiastically endorsed the venue of Quebec City for the 27th World Congress in 2013.   

Secretariat on Education report. Drs. Bacchus and Norain reported on the WASPaLM Penang, Malaysia Conference in November 2008 which was very successful. The next educational program is scheduled for Oman in late 2009.

Indonesian Association of Clinical Pathologists Report. Dr. Lia Partakasuma of the Indonesian Association of Clinical Pathologists reported that the Indonesian government was planning to use less reliable test methods for the detection of infectious disease markers in donated blood as a cost-saving measure.  There are fears that blood safety is being markedly compromised by inadequate reimbursement. With removal of reimbursement for screening for HIV and syphilis is further compounding the problem. Government response by appropriate legislation is needed.  She asked for WASPaLM’s  help in convincing them this was an unwise decision that in the end will increase costs and human morbidity in the process. Dr. Norain Karim offered  to put her in touch with the SE Asia WHO office for assistance with the Indonesian government.

Report of the American Society of Clinical Pathology. The 2011 World Congress.

Ms. Suzanne Ziemnik, VP for Continuing Professional Development of ASCP, presented the report. 

The Congress will be held October 19-23, 2011 at the Fontainbleau Hotel in Las Vegas, United States and complements ASCP’s goal to develop a larger international presence. The meeting will have a new format with three primary tracts: practicing pathologist, pathologist trainee, and laboratory personnel tracts. Plenary sessions will encompass all disciplines and will be the highlights of each day The possibilities of programming that includes new technology, medical technology education/accreditation, and Spanish language programming were discussed and were favorably received. The Meeting Planning Committee is anxious to increase the participation of international speakers and the Bureau is invited to suggest appropriate individuals. Trainees would be accommodated at a registration fee approximating 100 dollars.

 Likewise, the support of all WASPaLM Societies is needed to assure the goal of 300-500 international attendees is realized. Joint invitational letters to Constituent Societies inviting their members’ attendance in the Congress and participating in poster presentations is very much en encouraged. Likewise, symposia with industry to permit them to showcase their new products are popular and draw audiences. Ms. Ziemnik indicated that American CME sponsors do not allow such sponsorship, and the idea arose that perhaps these workshops be held under the auspices of WASPaLM so that the “purity” of the ASCP programming is not compromised. 

Report of Ms. Hennecke

At the invitation of Dr. Oellerich, Ms. Hoennecke of the University of Goettingen presented materials in respect to the University and its EU Liasion Office for Life Sciences. The Office provides information about funding opportunities to medical researchers It also provides  support in the application process.  Special interest is in high risk—high gain research, but all types of research must be of high quality. There are provisions for young researchers and for established researchers, without regard to the nationality. The host organization, however, must be in an EU state.  The next deadline for life sciences application is May 2009. The website address is cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html. Ms. Hoennecke’s e mail and phone information is Christiane.hennecke@med.uni-goettingen.de. +49-(o)551-39-8770.

 Announcement of Election Results

Dr. Travers announced the results of the WASPaLM election for President-elect, Secretary-Treasurer and Directors. The election was certified by the Nominating Committee on Januray 29, 2009, as follows:

President-elect


Gamze Mocan Kuzey

Turkey

Secretary-Treasurer

Jagdish Butany


Canada

Director, Africa


C.R.B. Prior


South Africa

Director, Asia


Yoshihisa Itoh


Japan

Director, Australasia

Stewart Bryant


Australia

Director, North America

Fred Rodriguez


United States

Director, Latin America

Murilo Melo


Brazil

Director at Large

Oh Hun Kwon


Korea

Director at Large

Lai Meng Looi


Malaysia

Director at Large

Paul Raslavicus


United States

Director at Large

Roberto Ruiz-Arenas

Mexico

Adjournment

There being no more business, the House of Representatives adjourned sine die.   
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